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It would appear that the prevailing religion in Lanka, at that period,
was the demon or yakkha-worship. BuddTiists have thence thought
proper to represent that the inhabitants were yakkhos or demons
themselves, and possessed of supernatural powers. Divested of the
false colouring which is imparted to the whole of the early portion of
the history of Lanka in the Mahawanso, by this fiction, the facts
embodied in the narrative are perfectly consistent, and sustained by
external evidence, as well as by surviving remnants of antiquity. No
train of events can possibly bear a greater semblance of probability
than that Wijayo, at his landing, should have connected himself with
the daughter of some provincial jchieftain or prince, by whose means
he succeeded in overcoming the ruling powers of the island, and that
he should have repudiated her, and allied himself with the sovereigns
of Southern India, after his power was fully established in the island.

The narrative is too full and distinct in all requisite details, in the
ensuing three chapters, to make any further remarks necessary
from me.

The eleventh chapter possesses more extended interest, from the
account it contains of the embassy sent to Asoko by Dewananpiyatisso
and of the one deputed to Lanka in return.

The twelfth chapter contains the account of the dispersion of th<
Budd'hist missionaries, at the close of the third convocation in B. C. 307
to foreign countries, for the purpose of propagating their faith.
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SIVA, MAHADEO, OR RUDRA.
FKOM COLEHAN'E HIKDOO MYTHOLOGY.

THE Destroyer is represented under various forms. He is usually
painted of a white or silver colour, with a third eye, and the crescent
(which he obtained at the churning of the ocean,) in the middle of his
forehead. Sometimes lie is described with one head, and at others with
five; sometimes armed with various instruments of destruction; and at
others riding on the bull, Nandi, with Parvati on his knee; and again,
at others, as a mendicant, with inflamed eyes and besotted countenance,
soliciting alms from Anna Purna, a form of Purvati. He is also
represented under the appearance of Kal, or Time, the destroyer of all
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